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SUBJ: ISRAELI FALLBACK POSITION ON MIDDLE EAST AIRCRAFT 
PACKAGE 

1 . UPON MY RETURN HERE I HAVE HAD SOME SECOND THOUGHTS ABOUT 
THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT VIEW ON THE AIRCRAET PACKAGE. RECENT 
EVIDENCE SUPPORTS THE CONCLUSION THAT THE GOI HAS NOW PROBABLY 
DECIDED IT WOULD PREFER TO SEE THE PACKAGE TOTALLY 
DEFEATED IN THE CONGRESS RATHER THAN SEE IT PASSED, 

EVEN WITH INCREASED NUMBERS OF AIRPLANES FOR ISRAEL. 

2. UP UNTIL LAST WEEK IT SEEMED CLEAR TO US THAT IF 

PUT TO THE TEST THE OVERRIDING PRIORITY FOR THE GOI WAS 
TO SEE ITS OWN PART OF THE PACKAGE APPROVED, EVEN AT 
THE COST OE SEEING THE SAUDI AND EGYPTIAN COMPONENTS 
APPROVED AS WELL. THE CURIOUS AND STILL AMBIGUOUS 
INCIDENT OF DAYAN'S REMARKS TO THE PRESS JUST BEEORE 
HE LEFT FOR WASHINGTON WAS THE EIRST STRAW IN THE WIND 
THAT THIS JUDGMENT MIGHT HAVE TO BE ALTERED. DURING THE 
WHITE HOUSE RECEPTION FOR PRIME MINISTER BEGIN MONDAY 
AFTERNOON, A MEMBER OF CONGRESS CLOSE TO THE ISRAELI 
EMBASSY TOLD ME IN CONFIDENCE THAT THE ISRAELIS WERE NOW 
ACTIVELY SPREADING THE WORD AMONG THEIR CONGRESSIONAL 
FRIENDS THAT THEY WOULD RATHER SEE THE ENTIRE ARMS 
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PACKAGE DEFEATED THAN SEE THE SAUDI SALE GO THROUGH. 

UPON MY RETURN TM TEL AVIV YESTERDAY, I LEARNED THAT WE 
HAVE OBTAINED A VERY CREDIBLE PIECE OF SUBSTANTIATING 
INFORMATION HERE. THE lAE AIR FORCE COMMANDER, GENERAL 
IVRY, TOLD A RELIABLE SOURCE ON APRIL 28, THAT THERE 
NOW HAD BEEN A CHANGE IN THE GOI POSITION. IVRY REPORTEDLY 
SAID THAT "FOUR PROMINENT SENATORS" HAD TOLD THE ISRAELIS 
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THERE IS NO RPT NO WAY THAT THE TOTAL PACKAGE WOULD PASS, 

EITHER AS A WHOLE OR IN PARTS, AND THAT THIS WOULD 
RESULT IN DEFEAT OF THE ISRAELI SALE. ACCORDING TO IVRY, 

THE GOI HAD THEREFORE DECIDED TO ADOPT A POSITION IN 
SUPPORT OF DEFEAT OF THE ENTIRE PACKAGE-IN EFFECT TO BE 
SEEN AS SUPPORTING THE INEVITABLE OUTCOME IN ANY EVENT- 
IN ORDER TO AVOID GIVING ANY IMPRESSION IN WASHINGTON 
THAT ISRAEL'S FRIENDS HAD LOST A KEY BATTLE WITHIN THE 
CONGRESS. SINCE ONLY A FEW DAYS EARLIER IVRY HAD TOLD US 
FLATLY THAT IN EXTREMIS THE GOI WANTED TO PURCHASE ITS 
PORTION OF THE AIRPLANE PACKAGE REGARDLESS, HIS NEW 
POSITION INDICATED A CLEAR SHIFT AT THE TOP OF THE GOI. 

LEWIS 
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